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November 22, 2013
TO: James Grant
FROM: Brian Ciach
RE: Your recent visit to Murray State University
Dear Jim:
Thank you for coming to Murray State University as a guest composer in
October! The performance of your Double Concerto for Tuba, Euphonium and Orchestra
was a great addition to our concert series. The students really rose to the occasion and
performed better than I have ever heard them play. The piece is marvelously virtuosic
and handsomely orchestrated. The quasi-modal, rich harmonic progressions in the second
movement were strikingly suited to these two brass instruments.
Our composition studio was extremely fortunate to have you as a guest artistcomposer in our composition seminar. They couldn't say enough about how inspiring
your words were to their craft. The fact that we lost track of time speaks for itself. From a
teaching standpoint, it is particularly effective when a guest artist comes and confirms
many of the ideas that I have touched during lessons with students. Your words about the
composition process were inspiring to me--particularly what you said about keeping a
Post-It note on your desk which says, "Be obvious!"
I appreciated how the original music that you chose to play illustrated and
contextualized all that you said in words. You say many positive things in your lectures,
which touch people in different ways. There is much to glean from your expertise,
colorful stories, and personality. I consider myself lucky to know you.
Thank you, again, for spending time with us! I hope you will return soon!
Sincerely,

Brian Ciach
Assistant Professor in Music Theory, Composition, and Electronic Music
Murray State University
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November 14, 2013
Dear Jim,
I cannot thank you enough for your recent visit to the Murray State music department. That you were so
generous with your time, outside of the rehearsals of your wind ensemble piece, really meant a lot to all
of us. Your masterclass with the composers was motivating and inspiring, and several of your ideas have
continued to reverberate throughout our studio even one week later. I have had further conversations with
students about not necessarily starting a piece from its beginning, the idea of musical gravity, and
compositional scaffolding (your space shuttle analogy), to name a few.
I wish you the very best with your upcoming projects and look forward to our continued friendship.
Sincerely,

Dr. Mike D’Ambrosio
Assistant Professor of Theory and Composition
Murray State University
504 Fine Arts Building
Murray, KY 42071
(270) 809-3142 office, (270) 970-0327 cell
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I recently had the pleasure of collaborating with Dr. James Grant on a commission
and residency project with the Concordia University Wind Ensemble and music
department. Concordia University Ann Arbor was part of a consortium which
commissioned Tribute: Those Who Serve, a work for Grade 4/5 band. As a band
director at a small liberal arts university who works primarily with non-music
majors, I am always searching for performance repertoire which is both
technically accessible for talented amateur musicians yet maintains a high level of
musical integrity. Jim’s music fit this bill perfectly. Tribute: Those Who Serve
provided my students with a musical experience that was intellectually sound,
emotionally deep, and profoundly moving for both the performers and audience
alike.
In addition to providing the Michigan premiere of Tribute: Those Who Serve, we
were also privileged to host Jim as a guest composer in residence for this
performance. This was the first time our university had the opportunity to host
this type of event, and it was a tremendous success primarily to Jim’s warmth,
energy, and openness with our students. While at CUAA, Jim attended our dress
rehearsal, met with our Theory courses, gave a talk at Convocation, met privately
with a student with special needs interested in composition, provided a preconcert lecture, and spent time with our students over meals and in informal
conversations. Jim’s energetic demeanor and approach made a tremendously
positive impact on our students, most of whom had never previously had the
opportunity to meet a professional composer. Everything Jim did while on
campus fed positively into our pedagogical mission as a music department in a
liberal arts university, which is to provide students entering a wide variety of
career fields exposure to excellence in the performing arts.
Jim made a tremendously positive impression on both the students and faculty
here at Concordia University during his short visit. We are eager to explore
opportunities with Jim for collaborative projects in the future, and would heartily
endorse Jim and his work to any colleges looking to enhance their students’
educational and musical experience.
Sincerely,

William M. Perrine
Assistant Professor of Music
Director of Instrumental Activities
william.perrine@cuaa.edu
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